In the last 50 years Chinese arbitration law and practices has made significant contributions to the international commercial arbitration and strides to manage the rapidly increasing caseload associated with a period of amazing growth in economic interactions between Chinese and non-Chinese parties. In the global economy there are rooms for further improvement. The paper proposed some ideas on reforming the Chinese arbitration law and practices on the arbitration system regarding the ad hoc arbitration, panel system and tribunal jurisdiction, interim measures of protection, as well as standards for the judicial review on the arbitral awards.
accord with others in commercial transactions and personal relationships. 1 Given the continued influence of Confucian culture on politics, business, and cultural transactions in modern China, and the advantages of arbitration perceived by many parties involved in international business around the globe, arbitration has become a frequently selected and more viable dispute resolution option in China in recent decades.
The role of law and the legal profession has also expanded significantly since the end of the Cultural Revolution in the late 1970s. The number of lawyers and judges has increased dramatically in the post-Mao era; litigation and administrative actions have similarly expanded.
2 Lawyers have become more professionalized and specialized, with greater independence. 3 Many legal norms have been codified and publicized, as the government encouraged a more robust legal system to spur the development of China's socialist market economy, international investment in China and foreign trade. 4 Domestic contract arbitration was sparsely used and highly controlled by such governmental bodies like the Administration for Industry and Commerce from the 1950s through the 1970s. 5 International commercial ventures between Chinese and non-Chinese parties increased from 1979 to 1991 under the open door policy and its newly decentralized economy, which allowed more Chinese entities to engage in international commerce. 6 With the advent of the government's current approach-a socialist market economy-in 1992, more widespread commercial activity was fostered. 7 The establishment of arbitration law and development of a more robust legal system supporting domestic and international commercial arbitration in China since the early 1980s is an important aspect of these changes in the legal and economic systems. As shown below, there has been a rapid and dramatic growth in arbitration, with greater codification of procedural law, increased professionalization of arbitrators and arbitral institutions, and a proliferation of options to meet the growing need for dispute resolution services. In the 1990s, arbitration institutions in China received more independence and began to compete with each other to handle cases. China has become a large and important arbitral forum and its potential for expansion is great. The arbitration law promulgated in the mid-1990s incorporates
